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LONDON CONFERENCE DEPUTIE IT AUSPRIA,. While the Austrian Treaty 


Conference in London held a brief Easter recess from April 9th to 
April ed5th, two of the four Foreign Ministers! Deputies - U.S. Deputy 
Samuel Reber and French Deputy Marcel Berthelot - visited Austria 
where they conferred with leading Austrian personalities on the prob- 
lems connected with the conclusion of the Austrian Treaty. Both were 
received in Vienna by Dr. Karl Renner, President of the Republic, and 
both called on Federal Chancellor Leopold Figl, Vice-Chancellor Dr, 
Adolph Schaerf and Foreign Minister Dr. harl Gruber. They also atten- 
ded several receptions given in their honor, 

Mr. Reber visited Styria and Carinthia in order to obtain what he 
called a personal impression of the problems in the areas claimed by 
Yugoslavia. Luring his visit to Graz, the state capital of Styria, 
Mr, Reber was reported by the "V/iener Zeitung" to have declared that 
although his visit to Austria was of a private nature, he was only too 
glad to avail himself of the opportunity to obtain a first-hand im- 
pression of the conditions prevailing in the border areas, iir, Reber 
further stated that he would not fail to report to the American people 
on his impression that the border population desired no change whatso- 
ever of the present frontiers, He concluded that his visit had only 
confirmed his previous opinion on this question, 








AUSTRIA THANKFUL FOR U.S. CONTRIBUTION TO STATE TREATY. On April 11, 
1949, Dr. Ludwig KieinwaecRter, iinister.of Austria in Washington, ad- 
dressed the following Not Dean Acheson, val ae of 


the Hon, 
State: MYVISIOW QE tre tapes 
yy ne - April 11 
The Hon, Dean Acheson i ee 
Secretary of State as iM fy IQAac [ 
q 
Sir: & So REF Flit bury 


' 

I have the honor to inforfijgou that pie RETDAETS ed by my 
Government to bring to your attefition follows _sontdnts of a 
cablegram received over the signature of the Austrian Foreign Minister 
Dr. Karl Gruber: 

"Will you please express to the Government of the United States 
the heartfelt thanks of the Austrian Federal Government for the decla- 
ration made at London by Mr. Samuel Reber in the name of the Government 
of the United States renouncing all claims to German property in Aust- 
ria, Will you further seek to interpret the warm appreciation with 
which this announcement has been received throughout all Austria, and 
which is viewed as further significant evidence of the sincere desire 
of the United States Government to build firm foundations for a free 
Austrian existence, This annovncsement is a substantial contribution 
for the achievement of a Treaty and strengthens the hope that the 
promises given by the Great Powers to restore Austria's full sovereign- 
ty and reconstruct her economically will soon be realised", 

Accept, Sir, the renewed assurance of my highest consideration, 

Signed: Dr. L. KLEINVAECHTER 











1949 


To this Note the Secretary of State replied in the following terms; 


The Hon, Ludwig Kleinwaechter April 19, 1949 
Minister of Austria 


Sirs 

I have the honor to acknowledge with appreciation the receipt of 
your Note dated April llth, 1949, conveying the message of thanks of 
the Austrian Federal Government for the declaration made at London by 
Mr, Samuel Reber with regard to the intention of this Government to 
renounce all claims to German property in Austria to which it might be 
entitled under the terms of the Treaty. 

This Government is gratified that the gesture of the three Govern- 
ments concerned should be reciprocated by such strong sentiments of 
friendship and hope on the part of the Austrian people whose patience 
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and goodwill have been ampiy demonstrated pending the complete resto- 
ration of their national independence, 
Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration: 
For the Secretary of State: 
Signed; ROBERT MURPHY. 


U.S- POSITION REGARDING RUSSIAN CLAIMS ON GERMAN ASSETS. Following 
the declaration made by the three Viestern Deputies at the London Trea- 
ty Conference that their respective Governments would renounce all 
claims to German property in Austria, the U.S. delegation submitted a 
memorandum outlining in detail the American position on the Soviet 
government demand that Austria make a “lump sum" payment of 150 mil- 
lion dollars, payable within six years in freely-convertible currency, 

According to the "VJiener Zeitung", the U.S. memorandum points out 
that the minimum amount of imports from hard currency countries is far 
greater than Austria's ability to earn such “hard" currency, That is 
why the “lump sum" payment to Russia should be payable primarily in 
goods and services, although Austria should be entitled to retain the 
right to meet all or part of her obligations in freely- convertible 
currency. Aside from the assets of the Danube Shipping Company which 
would be transferred to the Soviet Union, Austria still has property 
in Hungary, Bulgaria and Rumania estimated at 15 million dollars and 
this sum should therefore be considered part of the "lump sum" pay- 
mente Since the size of the “lump sum" payment depends entirely on 
Austria'ts overall economic situation, a careful survey would have to 
be made to determine which enterprises and properties would be turned 
over to Austrian ownership. As soon as an agreement is reached on the 
"Jump sum" payment, the Big Powers would have to waive all claims on 
German property in Austria, 

One of the clauses of the U.S. proposal stipulates that the Big 
Powers should renounce claims on restituted property held either in 
their own name or in that of their enterprises, if these claims arose 
during the period of occupation, that is to say between May 8, 1945 
until such time as the Treaty enters into force, 

The American proposal further suggests a specific procedure for 
the revision of the schedule of payments in the event that a strict 
adherence thereto should endanger Austrian economy. Austria's other 
obligations would also have to be specifically defined before a deci- 
sion can be reached on the size of the “lwnap sum" payment itself. The 
American memorandum then goes on to enumerate some of these other ob- 
ligations, primarily the oil question, ti.e property of the Danube 
Shipping Company, the Soviet demand for payment of Austria's so-called 
relief debts and the Yugoslav reparations claims under Article 54 of 
the State Treaty. 





AUSTRIAN PROTEST TO FRENCH OCCUPATION AUTHORITIES, On April 20th the 
Austrian Government protested to the French occupation authorities 
against the beating and handcuffing of a Socialist member of the Aust- 
rian Parliament traveling on the Arlberg Express through the French 
zone of Austria, According to a communicue from the Austrian Ministry 
of the Interior, Deputy Rupert Zechtl was traveling in a reserved com- 
partment when a French officer told him to get out and take his bag- 
gage with him, When Mr, Zechtl identified himself as a Deputy, the 
officer with the help of two other Frenchmen in uniform is alleged to 
have thrown him down, kicked him, handcuffed him and slung him off the 
train, After an Austrian gendarme confirmed Mr, Zechtl's identity 

the officer removed the handcuffs and left. Minister of the Interior 
Oskar Helmer made a written protest to French High Commissioner Gene- 
ral Emile Bethouart and notified the Austrian Parliament of the incid- 
ent, In a speech in Vienna Mr, Helmer complained: "Four years after 
our liberation we are still held under martial law by occupation auth- 
orities, An incident such as this shows how intolerable this state 

of affairs has become," 





ALLIED MILITARY COURTS IN AUSTRIA AND RE-ENFORCEMENT OF AUSTRIAN SEC- 
URITY FORCES, Undersecretary of the Interior Ferdinand Graf recently 
voiced his regret that Austrian citizens were still being subjected to 
Allied military jurisdiction, Since the beginning of 1948, no less 
than 413 Austrian citizens have been arrested by the occupation for- 
ces, Of these, 27 were arrested by the Americans, 45 by the British, 
22 by the French and 360 by the Russians, As far as could be ascert- 
ained, American occupation authorities have released 23 of these, the 
British 3, the French 9 and the Russians 185, 

Undersecretary Graf further stated that the Austrian Federal 
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police Force, including the Detective Division, now had 13,000 men and 
that the Gendarmerie's security force had 10,000 men. Considerable 
progress has been made in motorizing these forces, but the Austrian 
covernment is still faced with great difficulties in its attempt to 
equip them with adequate weapons and a smooth intelligence service, 
because no agreement coulc be reached with the occupation powers des- 
pite the intensive efforts made, 

The thorough training and development of the Austrian police and 
sendarmerie has, however, led to a notable decrease in crime, For ex- 
ample, the number of armed attacks in 1948 was reduced to half what it 
nad been in 1947, Murders, cases of manslaughter and burglaries were 
reduced by 20% during the same period, Seventy-five percent of the 
criminals guilty of murder and manslaughter were apprehended, In 1948 
again, the number of foreign criminals was not inconsiderable, 


AUSTRIA CETS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SEAT AT 0O.E.E.C. The representatives 
of Austria and Ireland were nominated Deputy Chairmen of the Executive 
committee of the Organization for European Economic Cooperation (OELC) 
to fill the seats vacated by the representatives of Denmark and Greece, 
The ERP countries which participated in the elections in mid-April 


elected Henri Spaak, Prime ifinister of Belgium, as Chairman, 





AUSTRIAN FEDERATION OF LABOR AGAINST COiMUNIST ACTION COMAIITTECS, In 
its meeting of April 14th, the Executive Comnittee of the Austrian 
Federation of Labor adopted a resoulition condemning the so-called 
"sontact comnittees" ("lLontaktkomitees") which the Communists have 
organized in several factories for agitation purposes among the work- 
ers, The contact committees have bcen agitating actively against the 
so-called occupation tax which the UCoveriment was recently forced to 
consider as a means of covering the occupation costs with which it is 
still saddled, The Federation warned all local labor representatives 
not to accept any invitations wnless these were signed by the Federa- 
tion, The Federation further announced that it would counter all 
Communist attempts to infiltrate its ranks by means of contact commit- 
tees, by excluding any agents engaged in such infiltration, In reply 
to Communist attacks on the Marshall Plan to the effect that the Plan 
was bringing about an increase in Austrian unemployment, the President 
af the Federation of Labor, Johann Boehm, declared that the Plan had 
saved Austria from becoming completely destitute. He went on to say 
that what the country needed was an increase in production and that it 
was Gemagogic to favor production increases in the "People's Democra- 
cies", on the one hand, and to work for production slow-downs in the 
democracies, on the other, 





AUSTRIAN CIVIL COURTS STILL OVERCROWDED, Austria's civil courts still 
have an abnormaily large backlog of cases to try. In 1948, the 167 
judges of the Vienna Supreme Court for civil actions and of 52 affilia- 
ted district courts had 722,702 petitions before them, Forty-nine of 
these judges sat uninterruptedly on the Supreme Court, but the remain- 
der had to divide their time between 32 District Courts, the Vienna 
Labor Court, the various Restitution Comnissions, the Social Security 
Arbitration Courts and the Conciliation Services, Although the number 
of judges has increased by 33 since 1947 in the Vienna judiciary dis- 
trict, it is still very inadeouite if one considers that the Vienna 
Supreme Court for civil cases nus more than 2 million people under 

its legal jurisdiction, Furthermore, the number of civil cases has 
increased by about 200,000 since 1947, a fact due primarily to the 
normalization of Austria's public life and economy, Although divorce 
cases - which experience has shown increase sharply after wars - have 
now dropped back to a figure slightly above 12,000 (1948), the number 
of bankruptcy proceedings, money disputes, compensation cases and real 
estate actions has greatly multiplied. In 1948, a total of 575,256 
cases were settled, as compared to 422,675 in 1947, This represents 
an increase of about 150,000 cases or 40% over the previous year, The 
number of restitution cases continued to increase and in 1948 only 14 
judges were available to handle a total of 10,759 such cases, Their 
number has been increased to 20 for the year 1949 in order to expedite 
handling of these cases, all of which, it is hoped, will be settled by 
the end of the year. By the end of December 1948, 4800 or 50% of all 
restitution claims had been handled, 





AUSTRIA AND WESTERN GERIIANY SIGN TRADE AGREEMENT, Existing trade and 
financial agreements between Austria and the bizonal area of Germany 
were recently expanded to include trade and payment exchanges with the 
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French zone of Germany, as a result of negotiations conducted during 
the middle of April in Frankfurt-ameMain by an Austrian delegation 
with representatives of the Allied military governments and the German 
authorities, During these talks, temporary estimates were also drawn 
up on the exchange of goods between both economic areas for the period 
from July 1, 1949 through June 50, 1950, According to these, Austri- 
ats main export items to the three Vestern zones of Germany will be 
magnesite, aluminum, special iron and steel products as well as paper 
products, in turn, Western Germany is scheduled to supply Austria 
with scrap metal, chemicals, machines, steel and iron products, and 
potash, Another important item will be the exchange of electric pow- 
er. It is estimated that this agreement will cover a total volume, 
both ways, of about 100 million dollars. In 1948, almost 18% of all 
Austrian imports came from Germany (as compared to 16,1% in 1937), 
whereas, during the same year, 5.8% of all Austrian exports went to 
Germany (as compared to 14,8% in 1937). 


AUSTRIAN TRADE \VJITH SWITZERLAND, Switzerland is one of Austria's 

most linportant trade partners, in 1948, Austria exported to that 
country merchandise for a value of 264 million schillings (13% of her 
total exports) and imported from it goods valued at 220 million schil- 
lings (8% of her total imports). licgotistions are scheduled for the 
conclusion of a new expanded trade agreement between the two count- 
ries, during which Austria will try to obtain in Switzerland a market 
for its high quality luxury articles and fashion goods since that 
country, because of the high purchasing power of its currency and its 
favorable exchange position, represents one of the few European mark- 
ets capable of absorbing such luxury products, Switzerland, on the 
other hand, will supply some of its typical export items such as wat- 
ches and precision instruments, The trade talks are also scheduled 

to include means of intensifying the tourist trade between the two 
countries, Switzerland is an especially important export market for 
Austria because the Swiss francs thus obtained are, in addition to the 
dollar, almost the only hard currency availablie to Austria for the 
cash purchase of important products on the world market, 





1949 PLANS FOR AUSTRIA'S ELECTRIC POWER INDUSTRY. On the basis of the 
means at her aisposal, Austria will erect comsiderably more power 
stations in 1949 than she completed during the previous year. The 
amount of money to be spent on expending the country's electric power 
incustry will be more than twice as large as in 1948, when a total of 
200 million schiliings was spent. This year, 400 million schillings 
will come from the ERP Counterpart Fund and 50 million from the extra- 
ordinary Austrian budget. Except for one single case, this money will 
be spent exclusively on projects already begun; the two most important 
of these are the Kaprun Power Station which will receive 120 million 
schillings and the Enns Power Station which will get 105 millions, 

The Kaprun project will be expanded by the addition of 160,000 cubic 
meters of concrete and at Enns, construction is expected to be contin- 
ued on the four stations already begun and, if possible, initiated on 
a fifth one, The Drau power stations wiil presumably receive 70 mil- 
lion schillings which will be used to c it*:rm1e construction on the 
Reisseck Power Station and to begin worl on the Lavanttal coal power 
station, An additional 23 million schillings will be made available 
for a further expansion of the power station of the Linz foundry which 
is to receive a fifth generator, And finally, the provincial power 
stations (the Vienna Electricity Works included) will be given 50 mil- 
lion schillings. The establishment of power circuits is also a major 
item in this expansion program. Thus 95 million schillings are ear- 
marked for the 220 kV power circuit Kapvun-Ernsthofen, the most impor- 
tant of the transmission lines to receive funds, 

The projects on which work is contemplated this year will require, 
among other things, 135,000 tons of cement, 52,000 tons of structural 
and machine iron and 100,000 cubic meters of timber, These basic mat- 
erials alone represent a value of more than 200 million schillings. 
The 18,000 workers who will find employment on these construction pro- 
jects will receive an aggregate salary of 200: million schillings. Re- 
latively little foreign exchange will be required for payment of the 
necessary imports of machinery and materials, 

The so-called export power stations, which at the present time 
cannot be financed by the public funds available to the Austrian state, 
are not included in this expansion program, These include a number 
of large projects such as the Luenersee station and the Oetztaler pow- 
er station which are still at the stage of international negotiations, 
The same is true of the East Tyrol hydro-electric stations, 
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AUSTRIAN ENGINEERS IN ThE UNITED STATES. At the invitation of the 
Beonomie Cooperation Administration, 2/7 electrical and mechanical en- 
gineers from Austria and otiier European countries are now visiting the 
ynited States to study the operation of both public and private elect- 
ric utility systems, The Austrian engineers are Ing. Franz Hintermay- 
er, the Federal Power Alilocator, and ing. Franz Holzinger, the General 
pirector of the Upper Austrian power stations, These experts who will 
spend about a month in the United States will discuss ways and means 
to bring about closer collaboration between the Western European count- 
ries in the operation and exploitation of existing power facilities in 
order to overcome Europe's power shortage, The leading item on their 
program of study is the master network of 8 Anerican central states 
with which 14 others are partly connected, 





[RON aND STEEL PRODUCTION, Production at the “Alpine llontan" Company 
- reacned record proportions during the month of Warch, The Donawitz 
foundry, one of the greatest in Austria, produced 30,120 tons of pig 
iron with two blast furnaces, This figure is about 20% greater than 
the corresponding figure for 1957, Part of this record output was un- 
doubtedly due to the fact that the Styrian iron ore mines produced 
92,750 tons of ore, Donawitz also turned out 42,155 tons of raw steel, 
which is 17.5% more than the monthly average in 1937, The Donawitz 
rolling mills reached the highest production record since the war, 
surpassing that of 1937 by 10%, The tron works of Krieglach also 
topped all records in the production of sheet iron and sheet aluminun, 
outdistancing the prewar production figure of 1937 by 23%, 

The "Alpine Montan" produced the following quantities of iron and 
steel products (in thousands of tons); raw ore - 1189 (in 1947: 878); 
roasted ore - 517 (in 1947; 348); sintering ore - 87 (in 1947; 12); 
pig iron - 297 (in 1947: 188); raw steel - 3935 (in 1947: 243); rolled 
stock - 315 (in 1947: 197), 

The compeny's coal mines produced 1,960,300 tons in 1948 as com- 
pared to 1,672,000 tons in 1947, ‘he fi.m'3s gross turnover was 642 
million schillings in 1948, of which 152 millions were derived from 
exports. 





AUSTRIAN COAL OUTPUT 25% HIGHER THAN IN 1937, Austrian coal pits 
mined 547,858 tons of coal in wWarch of this year, thereby setting a 
post-war record which is 25.6% higher than the monthly output recorded 
for March 1937, and 17.1% more than was mined in March 1948, The to- 
tal coal output for the first quarter of 1949 amounted to 980,469 
tons, as compared to 877,406 tons in the first quarter of 1948 and 
856,878 tons for the corresponding period in 1937, 





TOBACCO RATIONING DISCONTINUED IN AUSTRIA. Austrian Government autho- 
rities recently announced the discontinuance of tobacco rationing. At 
about the same time, the Austrian Parliament voted a far-reaching re- 
duction in the price of several brands of cigarettes produced by the 
Austrian Tobacco Monopoly, These measures inmediately resulted ina 
50% increase in the sale of Austrian cigarettes, During a single day 
some 2 million Austrian cigarettes were sold in Vienna alone, Most in 
demand was the "johnny" cigarette (which is an Ainerican-flavor brand), 
the price of which was reduced from 50 to 35 groschen per cigarette, 
Austrian authorities hope that the discontinuance of tobacco ration- 
ing and the simultaneous price reduction of cigarettes will deal a 
ee) and it is hoped, decisive blow to the black market in cigaret- 
CS. 





AUGARTEN PORCELAIN WORKS TO BE EXPANDED, The Government Porcelain 
Wanufactury of Augarten in Vienna, which has been making fine porcelain 
for 230 years, will be considerably enlarged and modernized during the 
next three years, This is expecteu to ~esult in a manifold increase 
in the plant's capacity and in a possible price reduction of its pro- 
ducts, In 1947, the famous Avgarten porcelain articles such as fine 
Plastic figures in old Vienna style, figurines of riders on horse- 
back, table sets, etc, were already being produced in their prewar 
quality, In 1948 the output of fancy porcelain ware was two and a 
half times as large as it had been in 1937, This has enabled the Au- 
garten Works not only to finance its rehabilitation from its own funds 
but also to undertake the projected expansion, By 1951 the manufact- 
ury will have undergone a complete transformation and modernization 
with the firing kilns enlarged and converted to electric operation. 
The Augarten Works will, however, adhere closely to its old and proven 
tradition and continue to produce exclusively the type of ornamental 
and decorative porcelain whose unique beauty has made Augarten porce- 
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lain famous throughout the world, kKut in addition to the old Vienna 
style, Augarten will also incorporate modern designs of form and orna- 
mentation for which a first-rate staff of highly-skilled workers and 
porcelain painters has been trained for many years, An outstanding 
collection of Augarten porcelain is now on display in the showrooms of 
the Hudson Commercial Inc., 115 West 23rd Street, New York 11, N.Y. 


AUSTRIAN PENICILLIN PRODUCTION. Austria consumes an average of about 
75,000 packs of penicillin (containing 200,000 units each) per month, 
Of these, some 20,000 are produced domestically by the "Biochemie G,m, 
beH."” in its Kundl (near Woergl, Tyrol) plant. This output, however, 
will be considerably increased in the near future when the new vat now 
peing built is completed, at which time the monthly output is expected 
to be raised to about 50,000 packs of 200,000 units each, The penicil- 
lin produced in Austria contains 1200 units per milligram, 








cUCKOO CLOCKS FROM AUSTRIA, Austrian Cuckoo clocks are now available 
for export at a rate of SOO per week, They are being manufactured by 
the Ennstaler Schmuckindustrie, 7 Industriegasse, Steyr, Upper Aust- 
ria, Further information may be obtained either directly from the 
Austrian manufacturer, or from the Austrian Foreign Trade Office, 70 
Wall Street, New York 5, N.Y. 





DROP_IN AUSTRIAN UNGIMPLOYMENT JIGUiES, The latest statistical reports 
reflect a notable decrease in unemployment in Austria, At the end of 
March, the total figure of persons seeking employment in all of Aust- 
ria stood at 150,711, of which only 119,327 can actually be considered 
as genuinely unemployed. Likewise in March, 91,169 persons received 
unemployment compensation, More than half of the number of unemployed 
were construction and auxiliary workers, If public and private con- 
struction works can be expanded, there is justified hope that a large 
number of these workers will again find employment. 

Since the end of the war, Austria's employment figure has been, 
proportionally, one of the highest in the world. In 1948, the average 
number of employed amounted to 1,876,500 which was slightly higher 
than it had been in 1947, The number of unemployed, since the end of 
the war, was never greater than 4% of the country's labor force, 
Fluctuations in the unemployment figures are due almost exclusively to 
seasonal factors, For example, unemployment usually increases in 
Austria during the winter months because of the shortage of electric 
power, and according;jly drops off in the spring and summer, The high- 
est employment figure was reached in September 1948 when 1,911,400 
persons were gainfully employe@. In 19354, 68% of all salaried indi- 
viduals in Austria were below 55 years of age, Today, however, more 
than half are above 35, 





AUSTRIAN PATENT APPLICATIONS IN 1948. In 1948, patent applications 
for 5,874 inventions were filed in Austria, 4,215 of these were ap- 
plied for locally and 1661 were filed from abroad, This represents 
75% fewer applications than in 1947, Of the above number, only 747 
patents were actually granted, Most foreign patent applications, last 
year, came from Switzerland (393), The United States was second on 
the list with 307 applications, 





AUSTRIAN STATE ARCHIVES, The Austrian State Archives, which will cel- 
ebrate their 200th Anniversary this year, recently completed the trans- 
fer of many valuable documents from widely-scattered municipalities 
in Lower Austria back to its shelves on the ijinoritenplatz in Vienna, 
The documents had been stored for safekeeping during the war, After 
the war, they were under the care of the Kussian occupation authori- 
ties, 

Today, the Austrian State Archives possess 70,000 documents, 
100,000 files, 30,000 books, 36,000 seal impression and stamps, 500 
atlases and a reference library of over 50,000 volumes, 





AUSTRIA PLANS TO BUILD CENTRAL LIBRARY. Austrian authorities are 
Planning the construction of a large Central Library between the 
Waehringerstrasse, Spitalgasse and Sensengasse, according to a state- 
ment by the Managing Director General of the Austrian National Libra- 
ry, Dr, Stummvoll, who recently returned from a study trip to the 
United States. Present space conditions at the Austrian National 
Library can no longer meet the demands which must be made on a modern 
library. After completion of the projected structure, the Austrian 
National Library will have at its disposal a building which will make 
rational library services possible, Todey, the National Library pos- 
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cesses already more than 1,3 million volumes, 


syHIBLTION AGAINST RACISM, The Vienna hiuseum of Natural History re- 
cently opened a special exhibition under the slogan "Humanity - One 
ramily" to refute and combat racism by scientific methods. At the 
opening of the exhibition, which had the most generous backing of the 
Austrian Ministry of Education, Federal Minister of Education Dr, 
Felix Hurdes stated that it is not the “master races" but the creative 
achievements of all peoples which will shape the world to come, The 
exnibition illustrates the anthropological, medical, cultural and pol- 
itical aspects of the racial question by means of displays and a 
series of lectures and filns, 





"CARITAS" INSTITUTE ESTABLISHED IN SALZBURG. Following the example 
of Germany and Switzerland which for many years have had institutes 
concerned with questions of Catholic Charities in Freiburg-im-Breis- 
gau and Fribourg, respectively, Archbishop Dr. Andreas Rohracher of 
Salzburg recently established an Austrian Institute for the Study of 
social Assistance in Salzburg. The institute will be incorporated 
into the Catholic University when the latter is established, 





HOOF TILES FOR ST. STEPHEN'S CATHEDRAL. The roof tiles for the dome 
of St. Stephen's Cathedral which was set on fire and almost completely 
destroyed by retreating SS troops during the Battle of Vienna in April 
1945 have now been finished by a svecial Czechoslovak plant and some 
of them have already arrived in Vienna, The tremendous roof of the 
dome will require a total of 250,000 tiles, ‘The new roof tiles were 
made identical to the old ones and the roof will again have its former 
red-white-green zigzag pattern in addition to the large Austrian Eagle, 
For the first few years the dome will be unusually light in appearance 
until rain, snow and dust again give it its old subdued coloration, 

In Decemoer 1948, religious services were resumed on a makeshift 
basis at St. Stephen's Cathedral, after the insice of the church had 
been largely repaired and a temporary roof erected, The final roof 
of the dome is expected to be completed before the end of the year, 





NEW AUSTRIAN CHURCH MUSIC, The Department of Religious ifusic of the 
Austrian State Academy of llusic presented during the last weeks three 
masses by modern Austrian composers, The distinguishing characteris- 
tics of the new musical style in which they are written are a predom- 
inance of melodic line, the lack of traditional principles of harmony 
(atonality) and a freedom of rhythmic expression. ‘The composers of 
the three masses are Josef Lecinthaler, wno died about a year ago at 
the age of 57 and who is already being regarded as the father of the 
new school of church music, the Linz secular priest Hermann Kronstei- 
ner, who belongs to the Dr, Ernst Tittel school, and the young 25- 
year old Anton Heiller, who is known in Viennese music circles as an 
organist and conductor, 





NEW SOUND STUDIO FOR VIENNA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA. A new sound studio 
for broadcasting the concerts of tne Vieniua Symphony Orchestra and for 
making sound recordings of them is being constructed in the building 
of the Vienna Concert Hall. The studio will be outfitted with the 
latest recording equipment and will be used exciusively for recording 
and broadcasting this orchestra's own performances, The recordings 
will include musical works of every period. Many eminent conductors 

- Herbert Karajan included - have already signified their willingness 
to lend their artistic services to the project. Agreements for the 
rebroadcasting rights of the orchestra's concerts have already been 

or will shortly be signed with the BPC in London, Radio Zurich and 
Radio Paris, The profits derived from these broadcasts will be divid- 
€d equally among all the members of the orchestra, 





AUSTRIAN MUSICIANS WALK OUT IN UNION PROTEST, Members of the world- 
famous Vienna Philharmonic and the vienna State Opera orchestra and 
chorus, resigned en masse from the Austrian .ederation of Musicians as 
8 protest against the union's leadership, Vienna's leading musicians 
have long been at odds with the union's officials and the climax of 
the conflict was reached over the issue of whether or not a "Chamber 
of Arts" should be established, The leaders of the union insist on 
Sponsoring such a project, although union members are opposed to it. 
Union executives finally expelled the presidents of the Philharmonic 
and of the State Opera locals because of their public opposition to 
the proposal, The Austrian Federation of Labor also became involved 
in the disagreement when representatives of the Austrian federal the- 
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aters asked the national labor organization to mediate the differences 
between the iusicians' Union and its rank and file members, The ent- 
jre corps de ballet of the Opera also threatened to resign from the 
union, unless the presidents of the two locals were reinstated, The 
dissenters have repeatedly stressed that their dispute was not with 
the union itself but only with its president and vice-president, 


NEW AUSTRIAN MUSICAL SHORTS. The Austrian film company, "Helios-Pro- 
duxtion", recently released a musical short entitled "Strauss Festi- 
yal" in which the Vienna Symphony plays melodies by Josef and Johann 
Strauss unaer the baton of Oskar Straus, some of whose compositions 
are also included in the film, The photography was also completed on 
the film "The Birthday Cake" (Haydn-Serenade), Other films now in the 
eutting room are “Austrian Baroque", the interior scenes of which were 
taken in the Winter Palace of Prince Eugene and whose musical back- 
crounad is based on Beethoven compositions played by the Vienna Chamber 
quartet; "Death and the Maiden" by Franz Schubert in which the young 
actress Ilse Kipper and the solo dancer of the Vienna State Opera, 
Professor Toni Kirkneyer, share the screen honors, 





AUSTRIAN "OSCAR", A leading Austrian film distributor recently estab- 
lished a Prize Cup for the best artistic Austrian film to be bestowed 
by the Ministry of Education every year, The Jury awarded the cup 

for the year 1948 to the film "The Angel with the Trumpet" produced 

by the "Vindobona-Produktion", 





AUSTRIA PRINTS STAMPS FOR LIECHTIMISTEIN, The Austrian State Printing 
Office recently received an order for the printing of a three-value 
stamp series for the Principality of Liechtenstein, The special 
stamps, which were engraved by the Viennese Professors Lorber and Ran- 
zoni, will be issued to commemorate the 250th Anniversary of the year 
in which Prince Johann Adam of Liechtenstein laid the foundation stone 
for the establishment of the Principality of Liechtenstein, 





AUSTRIA TO SOLICIT TOURISTS BY PERSONAL LETTERS. A plan whereby more 
than 100,000 letters will be sent by Austrians to their friends and 
acquaintances abroad inviting them to visit Austria, will soon go into 
effect. Printed letters, which will be artistically illustrated, will 
be distributed free of charge to the writers who need only sign and 
address them, They will be forwarded free of charge by the Austrian 
Post Office to the foreign addressee, This person-to-person tourist 
solicitation plan will include American and British troops in Austria 
who will also receive such letters for mailing to their friends and 
relatives back home, The American forces will be given 50,000 such 
letters for mailing to the United States, and the British forces 
10,000 for mailing to Great Britain, 








AUSTRIAN WOMAN WINS WORLD FOIL FENCING TITLE, The Austrian foil fen- 
cer Ellen iueller-Preiss, successfully derended her world foil fencing 
crown by beating the Danish fencer Karen Lachmann 35 to 4, 4 to 1 and 

4 to 2 at the world championships held in Cairo in April. 








INTERNATIONAL BOATING WEEK IN G.UNDYN. Gmunden will hold an Interna- 
tional Boating Week from August 14th to the 2lst this year. Thous- 
ands of folding-boat and racinj; craft fans are expected to come to 
this international water sports festival. The City of Gmunden has al- 
ready set aside a municipal area for the site of a tent city with 500 
tents, Before the war, Austria occupied an eminent place in world 
canoeing, The Olympic Games in 1936 were won by the Austrians, who 
then held the world paddling title. After the war, the resumption of 
Austrian canoeing was somewhat hampered by the shortage of materials. 





PROGRAM OF THIS YEAR'S SALZBURG FESTIVAL (July 27th to August 50th). 





Operas: With the participation of the Vienna Philharmonic, and the 
Chorus and Ballet of the Vienna State Opera, 

L.v.Beethoven: FIDELIO. July 30th; August Srd, 8th, 16th and 20th, 
Conductor: Wilhelm Furtwaengler,. Producer; Guenther Rennert, 

C.W.eve Gluck: ORPHEUS AND EURIDICE, In the Rocky Riding School on 
August 2nd, 6th, 13th and 23rd. Conductor; Josef Krips. Producer: 
Oskar Fritz Schuh, 

WA. Mozart: LA CLEMENZA DI TITO,. In the Landestheater on August 10th, 
15th, 2lst and 26th. Conductor: Josef Krips. Producer: Hans 
Curjel. 
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VA Mozart; THE MAGIC FLUTE, In the Rocky Riding School on July 27th; 
August Sth, llth and 19th, Conductor; Wilhelm Furtwaengler, Pro- 
ducer: Oskar Fritz Schuh, 

Cc. Orff: ANTIGONE, In the hocky Riding School on August 9th, 17th, 
ee evth,. Conductor; Ferenc Fricsay. Producer; Oskar Fritz 
0 . 

R, Strauss: DER ROSENKAVALIER. In the Rocky Riding School on August 
leth, 18th, 25th and 29th, Conductor: George Szell. Producer: 
Lothar Wallerstein, 


Plays: 

nugo Ve Hofmannsthal; EVERYMAN, At the Domplatz on July 3lst; August 
7th, 14th, 15th, 2lst and 28th, Producer: Helene Thimig, 

JeWVe Ve Goethe: CIAVIGO, In the Landestheater on July 28th; August 4th, 
lith, 16th and 20th, Producer; Ernst Lothar, 

Je\le Ve Goethe; IPHIGENIA, In the Landestheater on August 6th, 13th, 
isth, 24th and 27th, Producer; Leopold Lindtberg, 


Orchestral Concerts; ‘/ith the participation of the Vienna Philharmonic, 

August lst (JioZarteum). Conductor; Edwin Fischer. Mozart: Piano Con- 
certo in C Minor and Symphony in E-flat Major; Beethoven; Piano 
Concerto No. 4 in G Major with Edwin Fischer as soloist, 

August 7th (Festspielhaus). Conductor: Vilhelm Furtwaengler. Mozart: 
Eine Kleine Nachtmusik; Bruckner: Eighth Symphony, 

August 14th (Festspielhaus),. Conductor; Eerbert larajan. Verdi: 
Requiem, 

August 17th (Festspielhaus),. Conductor; Herbert karajan, Beethoven: 
Ninth Symphony or ifissa Solems, 

August 2lst (Festspielnaus),. Conductor: Bruno Walter, Mozart: Symphony 
in G Minor; Wahler; Das Lied von der Erde, 

August 22nd (Festspielhaus),. Conductor; EKruno Walter. Schubert: Sympho- 
ny in B-flat Minor ("The Unfinished"); Mahler; Das Lied von der 
Erde. 

August 24th (Festspielhaus),. Conductor: George Szell. Haydn: Oxford 
Symphony; Strauss; Till Eulenspiegel; Schubert; Symphony No, 7 in 
C Major. 

August 28th (Festspielhaus), Conductor; Josef Krips, Commemorative 
Concert on the occasion of the 200th Anniversary of Goethe's 
birth, Beethoven: Egmont music, Goethe-Lieder and Seventh Sym- 
phony. 

August 30th (Festspielhaus), Conductor: Hans Knappertsbusch, Wagner: 
Siegfried Idyll; Bruckner: Seventh Symphony. 





The detailed program of the Orchestral Serenades, Chamber Music 
and Church Music concerts will be published in the next issue of the 
AUSTRIAN INFORMATION bulletin, 


U.S.FeA. RELEASES SIX HOTELS. Six hotels were turned back to the 
Austrian Government by the United States Forces in Austria during the 
first quarter of 1949, according to a release issued by USFA Head- 
guarters in Vienna, Three of the hotels - the "Eden", "Bellevue" and 
"Stadion" - are located in Vienna; the other three are in the U.S. 
Zone of Austria, 

The U.S. occupation authorities have hired fewer hotels than the 
other occupation authorities in Austria and their hotels have fewer 
beds than those of the other occupation powers, Compared to Soviet- 
requisitioned hotels, USFA has 1500 fewer hotel beds, 





READERS ARE INVITED TO REPRINT OR QUOTE ANY MATERIAL FROM 
AUSTRIA INFORMATION 
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